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November 2007

Wake Up! Savage
Thursday, November 15th
8:00 – 9:00am
Primrose School of Savage
7459 South Park Drive

Member Meeting
Tuesday, November 20th
11:30 – 1:00pm
Shepherd of the Lake
13760 McKenna Rd. NW
Prior Lake

Winterfest
Thursday, November 29th
5:00 – 9:00pm
Downtown Savage
Everyone is welcome!

Holiday Fundraiser
Celebration
Tuesday, December 4th
Crystal Lake Golf Course

Wake Up! Savage
Thursday, December 13th
Carlson Wagonlit Travel

Member Appreciation Meeting
Tuesday, December 18th
Outback Steakhouse

L o o k i n gAhead



2007
President: Pam Becker
Term: 1/07 – 12/08

ISD 719, Glendale Elementary Principal
952-226-0203

Vice President: Nancy Porter
Term: 1/07 – 12/08

Edina Realty
952-447-4700

Treasurer: Victor Yermishkin
Term: 1/07-12/07
BankCherokee
952-447-7033

Secretary: Tom Hansen
Term: 1/06 – 12/07
First Community Bank

952-895-9620

board of d irectors
Nick Atkinson

Term: 1/07 – 12/08
American Family Insurance

952-226-6999

David Fong Jr.
Term: 1/06 – 12/07

D. Fong’s Chinese Cuisine
952-894-0800

Stephanie Hurst
Term: 1/07 – 12/08
Family Vision Clinic
952-895-5434

Sean Hauenstein
Term: 5/07-12/07

Copeland Buhl and Co.
952-476-7100

Ray Leathers
Term: 1/06 – 12/07

Advantage Performance Network
952-447-1333

Scott Somers
Term: 1/07 – 12/08

Assistant City Administrator
952-882-2660

Doug Storbeck
Term: 1/07 – 12/08

Primrose School of Savage
952-226-4352

Jerry Young
Term: 1/07 – 12/07

Denny Hecker’s GMAC Real Estate
952-465-0400

Executive Director:
Lori Anderson
952-894-8876

EEdduuccaattiioonn  EExxppeennssiivvee??  TTrryy  IIggnnoorraannccee!! I saw this bumper sticker years ago and have
never forgotten that simple phrase. Educating today’s youth and developing their skills to be
productive members of our society has made America such a wonderful place to be. Is there
a cost? You bet there is. Is it worth it? Absolutely! I want only the best and the brightest cre-
ating America’s future. As business leaders you also want only the most capable working for
you. We make that happen through our school systems.
However, school districts, unlike private businesses, receive funding from the government

and it comes with many stipulations for how and where it can be spent. This amount is not
rising as fast as inflation, so school districts can ask the citizens for extra funding to offset this
deficit. That is through vote-approved referendums and bonds. At this time both of the excel-
lent school districts in our chamber area, along with 100 others in the state, are asking for
voter approval for the additional dollars needed to educate our youth in a quality manner.
As community business leaders your endorsement of these referendum and bond requests

will be of great benefit. You want to thrive and prosper in a growing, well respected and pros-
perous community. That happens when people are attracted to an area. Many people mov-
ing to our area are also professionals with young children. Why? They have researched
school systems and know where the quality schools are located. You add the crowning touch-
es with all the excellent businesses that are here. It is a winning combination! Good schools
equal good businesses. 
Wouldn’t it be great to have Savage rated among the top ten most desirable places to live

in the United States? I believe it will happen. It will happen if our schools can continue to
attract quality staff to educate our children and continue on the path of excellence. It will hap-
pen when we have quality businesses with quality employees. It will happen when we all tell
the story of our great community and all it has to offer. Let’s start now by endorsing the school
districts 191 and 719 in their quest for quality and being proud to do so! Please vote and
encourage other voters to get to the polls on November 6th! 

~ Pam Becker, Board President, Savage Chamber of Commerce

Chamber of Commerce
execut ive  board F r o m  t h ePresident

October Member Meeting
Nearly 50 Chamber members attended the October Member
Meeting at the Legend’s Golf Course to play the game “Are You
Smarter than a 5th Grader?”. While the teams of Chamber Members
attempted to get the correct answers, the students ultimately
answered every question correctly. Sticking with the school theme for
this months meeting, Dr. Tom Westerhaus, Superintendent of Schools
for District 719 gave his presentation on the upcoming referendum
and how it will effect the residents of ISD 719 and the business community.  Many thanks to
the Program Committee, Kelly Storbeck, Jean Nordgren & Candace Kropp, for helping
organize this event and to the Legends Club for hosting a wonderful lunch and meeting.  

13 Below Consulting
13 Below is a network of firms strategically
organized to provide value-based results in the
financial and IT arenas. By specializing in the following niche areas,
the Network is able to provide vertically integrated results for each of
its clients: Information Technology (IT); Web Design & Development;
IT & .NET Consulting; Search Engine Optimization & Internet
Marketing; Financial; Tax; Assurance & Advisory; Small Business &
Entrepreneurial Services; Staffing; and IT & Financial Staffing. Please
contact 13Below for more information as to how they are able to
address your specific IT or financial needs. Please dial 952.746.8070
or visit their website at www.13below.com for more information. 

Custom Creations Photography
Custom Creations Photography was
established in 1996 and has been
serving the Twin Cities since 2001.
Amy Zellmer Olson is the photographic artist behind Custom
Creations Photography. She has had a camera in her hand since the
age of 2 and decided a long time ago that her passion was for pho-
tography and that it was the career choice for her.  She loves her job
and feels a personal connection with her clients.  It is this ability that
allows her to capture the “special” moments during the photography
sessions. If you would like to see some of Amy’s work, please visit her
website at www.customcreationsphotography.com or for more infor-
mation, please contact Amy at 952-233-2169. Custom Creations
Photography is located at 120 First Avenue East, Suite 1, in Shakopee. 

Youngman’s ATA Martial Arts
Youngman’s ATA Martial Arts is located on south-
west corner of County Road 42 and Joppa
Avenue, next door to D. Fong’s restaurant. The Academy offers a wide
variety of classes with age specific training for all students ages 4
and up. The Academy is owned and operated by Dave Youngman,
6th Degree Black Belt, Chief of Instruction. Mr. Youngman has been
involved in the start-up of 9 commercial Martial Arts academies and
has been teaching “south of the river” for over 20 years. Instruction
at Youngman’s ATA is focused not only on the physical skills of mar-
tial arts, but more importantly on the life skills - including courtesy,
respect, integrity, motivation, goal planning and many more. The
study of these life skills reflects their motto of “Training Leaders from
the Inside Out”. Visit their website at www.YoungmansATA.com or
phone 952-707-0121 for more information.

Safe Haven
Safe Haven Shelter For Youth DBA Safe
Haven was incorporated as a Minnesota
nonprofit 501(C)(3) Corporation in 1995. Safe Haven is a private,
nonprofit organization licensed to provide residential services in
Minnesota. Their homes are designed to provide a structured but
nurturing environment for youth in need of out of home placement
or young adults whom otherwise would be homeless. They work
hard to establish trust with program participants and build self-
esteem early in the program so that they can benefit from the other
services. All homes work to strengthen community connections of
participants and are located in residential neighborhoods. Safe
Haven’s mission is to create change in the lives of youth and young
adults through strength-based services. Safe Haven was founded
on the philosophy that there is an immediate need to help at-risk
children and youth who have lost faith, hope and have a great

Wake Up! Savage 
BankCherokee hosted October’s Wake Up!
Savage event. Members were welcomed with
some fabulous homemade treats, numerous
giveaways and a chance to do some networking.
Thank you to Victor Yermishkin, and his entire
staff at BankCherokee! !

MemberNews

need for love. They pride themselves on being flexible to the needs
of the community through focus groups and evaluation feedback
from participants, regular contact with county and other nonprofit
programs serving youth and creating programs and services in
response to gaps in service. Partnerships play a central role in all
of their programs. Safe Haven is located at 13780 McKenna Rd.
NW.  For more information on Safe Haven, please call 952-288-
2688 or visit their website at www.safehavenmn.org.

Ron’s Cleaners 
Ron’s Cleaners offers a wide variety of servic-
es and will promise you the best customer
service you will get anywhere! The services offered by Ron’s
Cleaners includes; Alterations and Repairs, Wedding Gown clean-
ing and preserving, Rug cleaning, Drapery and Mini Blind clean-
ing, Laundry shirts, Leather and basic dry cleaning. They also pro-
vide a shoe repair service! Stop in at the new location in Savage
and allow them to help you with all of your dry cleaning and alter-
ation needs! Ron’s Cleaners is located at 14049 Highway 13 S in
Savage.  Their phone number is 952-440-2357 and are open
Monday – Friday, 7am – 7:30pm and Saturday 9am – 4:00pm. 

Best Buy Now Open… 
in time for the holiday season! 
Best Buy held their official Grand Opening of their new store,

located at 8100 Old Carriage Rd on Friday, October 26th. The
store features the latest store formats, highly-trained employees
and interactive displays to create a unique experience as well as
to add convenience for every customer.
As part of the Grand Opening

Fesitivities, Chad Schumacker,
General Manager of Best Buy,
awarded Yvonne Anderson &
Tom Hansen, YMCA Board
Members, a check in the amount
of $10,000 for the local YMCA
project currently underway at
Shepherds Path.

‘Thank You’ Party
Dan Patch Historical Society
had a ‘Thank You’ party for
the commercial donors that
provided many services to
the “Bringing the Depot
Home” project in early October. Visit www.danpatch.com to see all
of the businesses and people who donated their time with either
services or products to the project. (photo courtesy of Greg Lind)

Grand Opening “Oktoberfest”
Lapp-Tannehill, formerly known as
KL Tannehill, held a Grand
Opening “Oktoberfest” to cele-
brate with their customers the
announcement of their name
change. Owners, Andreas and
Siegbert Lapp of Stuttgart,
Germany, were on hand for the

official Ribbon Cutting, along with Savage Mayor, Tom Brennan.
Lapp Tannehill, a wire and cable distribution company, is located
at 8675 Eagle Creek Parkway in Savage.  
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Special Notice Regarding Monthly Newsletter
Effective January 1, 2008 the Savage Chamber Monthly Newsletter will be available electroni-
cally only, we will be discontinuing the paper version of our Monthly Newsletter. Please contact
the Chamber Office if your e-mail has or will be changing or if you would like to add email
addresses of other employees. If you have any questions, please contact Lori at (952) 894-8876.


